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Sir, in moving this- the motion that stands in my

name- | can assure the House that | so not in a spirit of
narrow Provincialism, but, Sir, in the spirit that this
motion receives the fullest consideration at the hands
of the members. | know, Sir, that Bengali is a provincial
language, but as it is the language of the majority of
the people of the State so although it is a provincial
language, but as it is language of the majority of the
people of the State and it stands on a different footing
therefore. Out of six crores and ninety lakhs of inhabit-
ing this State, 4 crores and 40 lakhs of people speak
the Bengali language. So, Sir, what should be the State
language of the State? The State language of the state
should be the language which is used by the majority
of the people of the State, and for that, Sir, | consider
that Bengali language is a lingua franca of our State. It
may be contender with a certain amount of force that
even in our sister dominion the provincial language
have not got the status of a lingua franca because in
her sister dominion of India the proceedings of constit-
uent Assembly is conducted in Hindustani, Hindi or
Urdu or English. It is not conducted in the Bengali
language but so far as the Bengali is concerned out of
30 crores of people inhabiting that sister dominion two
and a half crores speak the Bengali language. Hindu-
stani, Hindi or Urdu has been given and honored place
in the sister dominion because the majority of the
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people of the Indian Dominion speak that language. So
we are to consider that in our State it is found that the

majority of people the of the State do speak the Bengali

language than Bengali should have an honoured place
even in the Central Government.

| know, Sir, | voice the sentiments of the vast millions of
our State. In the meantime | wand to let the House
know the feelings of the vastest millions of our State.
Even , Sir, in the Eastern Pakistan where the people
numbering four crores and forty lakhs the Bengali
language the common man even if he goes to a Post
office and wants to have a money order form finds that
the money order is printed Urdu language and is not
printer in Bengali language or it is printed in English. A
poor cultivator, who has got his son, Sir, as a student in
the Dacca University and who wants to send money to
him, goes to a village Post office and he asked for a
money order form, finds that the money order form is
printed in Urdu language. He can not send the money
order but shall have to rush to a distant town and have
this money order form translated for him and then the
money order, Sir, that is necessary for his boy can be
sent. The poor cultivator, Sir, sells a certain plot of land
or a poor cultivator purchases a plot of land and goes
the stamp vendor and pays him money but cannot say
whether he has received the value of the money is
stamps. The value of the stamp, Sir, is written not in
Bengali but is written in Urdu and English. But he
cannot say, Sir, whether he has got the real value of the
stamp. These are the difficulties experienced by the
common man of our State. The language of the State
should be such which can be understood by the
common man of the State. The common man of the
State numbering four crores and forty millions find that
the proceedings of this Assembly which is their mother
of parliaments is being conduct in a language, Sir,
which is unknown to them. Then, Sir, English has got
an honoured place, Sir, in Pule 29. | know, Sir, English
has got an honoured place because of the International
Character.

But, Sir, if English can have an honoured place in Rule
29 that the proceedings of the assembly should be
conducted in Urdu or English why Bengali which
spoken by four crores forty lakhs of people should not
have an honoured place, Sir, in Rule 29 of the proce-
dure Rules. So, Sir, | know | am voicing the sentiments
of the vast million of our state and therefore Bengali
should not treated as a Provinicial Language. It should
be treated as the language of the State and therefore,
Sir, | suggest that after the word ‘English’ , the words
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‘Bengali’ be inserted in Rule 29. | do not wish to detain
the House but | wish that the members present here
should give a consideration to the sentiments of the
vast millions over state, Sir, and should accept the
amendment that has been moved by me.
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“What will be the official state language?” a
question came out after the creation of Pakistan. As
we know on that time Pakistan was formed by two
different geographical areas from which East Pakistan
became a new dominion of Pakistan. But two part
of Pakistan had no similarities in respect of culture,
tradition, language, and other aspects. Furthermore,
distance between two parts was 1000 miles. So, it is
quite vivid that religion was the only region why East
Bengal became a part of Pakistan.

How the de-
bate began

Leaders of
Muslim League
and Scholars
were at that
time preferred
Urdu to be the
official state
language of
Pakistan. Many
political and
religious lead-
ers such as Sir
Khwaja Salim-
ullah, Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan, Nawab Vigar-ul-Mulk, and Maulvi Abdul
Haq had promoted Urdu as the lingua franca of Indian
Muslims.

Subsequently, in 1947, Urdu was promoted as the
state language of Pakistan through a national educa-
tion summit in Karachi. Then Pakistan Public Service
Commission took several initiatives to remove Bangla
from study materials, currencies (notes and stamps) to
extinguish the use of Bangla exponentially. The central
education minister Fazlur Rahman devised wide-rang-
ing plans to establish Urdu as the only state language.
That linguistic partiality evoked a bitter sense of feeling
to the people who had a sensitive attraction to Bangla.
Among them Abdul Kashem, the secretary of Tamaud-
din Majlish led a rally with a group of students from
Dhaka to protest that decision and establish Bangla as
the state language of East Pakistan.
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History of Mother Language Day
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Protest under some organizations

Several organizations started protesting including
Tamuddin Majlish, a Bengali Islamic Cultural Orga-
nization. It was the very first organization which was
formed for language movement. It published “The State
Language of Pakistan is Bengali or Urdu” on 15th Sep-
tember 1947 with a motive to administer rational logics
to make Bangla as a state language of East Pakistan.
In October 1947, National Language Action Committee
formed by Professor Nurul Haque Bhuiyan of University
of Dhaka. One of its proposal was establishing Bangla
as a medium of education. Prof. D. Mohammad Salim,
Sultana
Nagar, Pro-
dyot Kumar
showed that,
besides these
organizations,
other orga-
nizations like
Democratic
Youth League,
East Bengal
Scholar Soci-
ety, and Jour-
nalist Forum
administered
different actions to establish Bangla as the national
language. Regardless of these extensive protests, Urdu
was recommended to the Constituent Assembly as the
Lingua Franca in the Education Summit took place in
Karachi in December 1948.

Language Debate in the Constituent Assembly
of Pakistan

In 23rd February 1948, all the activities started
through English and Urdu in the first Constituent As-
sembly of Pakistan and immediately Mr. Dhirendranath
Datta, a Member of Assembly and East Bengal Con-
gress opposed that decision. He gave a proposition
to make Bangla as an official language. Consequently,
Muslim League members challenged that propos-
al. That situation brought extensive protest from the
students of different institutions Dhaka against it on
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26 and 29 February 1948. After that strike, National
Language Action Committee was formed again by the
student wing on 2nd March. Mr. Shamsul Haque was
selected as scholar convener of that committee.

Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s Speech

Mohammad Ali Jinnah arrived Dhaka on 19th
March 1948. He was the Governor General of Paki-
stan. On 21st March he gave a public speech at Race
Course Ground at Ramana and declared “Urdu, and
only Urdu shall be national language of Pakistan” then
at Curzon Hall at the Convocation of University of
Dhaka on 24th March, disobeying the demand from
Bengalis. The students who was present there denied
that declaration and language movement spread out
exponentially all over the East Bengal. When Prime
Minister Liaquat Ali o
Khan came to visit, he
declared again that
Urdu was the state
language. The declara-
tion was protested by
students as well.

Declaration of Urdu
as state language in
Paltan Maidan, Dhaka

The situation was
getting worse at this
time. After the death of
both Jinnah and Liaquat
Ali Khan, Khawaja Nazi-
muddim was appointed
as new Prime Minister.
He was not prepared
enough to handle the situation. On January of 1952,
Prime Minister Nazimuddin reignited the controver-
sy by repeating the viewpoint “Urdu will be the state
language of Pakistan”. After that, he went to Karachi to
address the issue of provincial language. He also add-
ed the initiative of changing written Bangla into Arabic
script. Massive protest came out against that decision
from University of Dhaka. In a meeting of the National
Language Action Committee, the proposal of the Ben-
gali language in Arabic script was obviously strongly
opposed and “Shorbodolio Kendrio Rashtrabhasha
Koarmiporishod” formed consisting 40 members. Un-
der the lead of Maulana Bhasani, on January 30, 1952
that organization held a rally at the Bar Library Hall of
Dhaka University.
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A massive number of student gathered at the University of Dhaka.

The Final Stage of the Language Movement

Finally, Prime Minister Khaja Nazimuddin an-
nounced that Urdu shall be the state language of
Pakistan on 27th January at Paltan Ground. Conse-
quently, the language movement spread out exponen-
tially culminating with the students strike on the 30th
of January. Furthermore, All Party Central Language
Action Committee was held by Awami Muslim League
Chairman Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani. After that
meeting, hartal, strike, procession was called in the
whole country. The People of Bangladesh went through
an extreme situation. Chief Minister of Pakistan exe-
cuted Section-144 to resist them. Although he banned
all sorts of gatherings and protests, nevertheless
Bengali people kept continuing their protest. Shorbod-
olio Rashtrobhasha Shongrm Porishad conducted a
meeting on the 20th of February at the central office of
Awami Muslim League
to prolong their ac-
tivities. A controversy
came out, whether
they should oppose
section 144 or not
but some leaders like
Abdul Matin, Oli Ahad,
Golam Mahbub were
prepared to resist
Section-144. There-
fore, they decided
to break the curfew.
The next day the 21st
of February at 11AM
a massive number
of student gathered
at the University of
Dhaka. The students
then commenced their
rally proclaiming “we
demand Bangla as a state language” or “Rashtro Bha-
sha Bangla Chai” Police then began battering people
and lobbing tear gas. Students also started throwing
stones at the police in response which led to a messy
escalated situation. Frantic students gathered beside
Dhaka Medical College and police opened fire at the
students. Students such as Abdus Salam, Rafig Uddin
Ahmed, Sofiur Rahman, Abul Barkat and Abdul Jabbar
among many unknown, were martyred that day. They
left the world on that fateful day but etched their names
in history. Their sacrifice ignited our Language Move-
ment and our Independence Movement. These people
protested and sacrifice their lives to preserve their
mother language. It is thus on the 21st day of February
at midnight we brave the cold weather to remember
the people whom braved an oppressive regime and
paid the ultimate sacrifice for Bangla and Bangladesh.
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International Mother Language Day: Why is it important?

i /

“On the occasion of this Day, I launch an appeal for
the potential of multilingual education to be acknowledged
everywhere, in education and administrative systems, in
cultural expressions and the media, cyberspace and trade”” -
Irina Bokova, UNESCO Director-General

Every year we celebrate this day, but it is important to
remember that “Mother language” isn’t about a day in a year,
it’s about a lifetime of language. Like so many of these cele-
bratory days, we take a moment in time to consider an issue
that impacts children every day, all year. Here are some facts
about why “mother tongue” is important:

1. A child’s mother tongue/home language is their prima-
ry vehicle of cognitive development in the early years. This is
why changing language at school entry is difficult, and often
detrimental to, young children. When you take away their
strongest language for cognitive processing and put them into
a new language, you set them back significantly in terms of
what they can understand and learn.

2. This fact correlates with educational research that
demonstrates that children who are schooled in a second lan-
guage, with no access to their mother tongue/home language
tend to do less well in school and have lower rates of school
attendance in many parts of the world.

3. A child’s mother tongue/home language is also an inte-
gral part of their character and culture. Not allowing them
to use it at school essentially sentences them to who they
are within the limits of their second language development,
rather than who they are as a whole person.

4. There is no different in value between languages and
dialects. No one language is superior to any other, in gram-
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mar, vocabulary or expression. Any language with a written
script can be used for education, even if it has not traditional-
ly been used in this way. Languages can be developed to meet
educational needs if the will (and the funding) is available.
Consider all the words that English has had to invent to keep
up with the technological revolution: computer, internet,
mouse, googling, blogging, vlogging, the list goes on.

5.1t is possible to design and implement a broad-spec-
trum multilingual curriculum, in which children can access
learning in their own languages, while simultaneously devel-
oping a new school language for further use. It takes time,
effort and leadership (and money), but it has been done and
can be done again. A brief example is the growth of Moth-
er-tongue based, multilingual education (MTB-MLE) in the
Philippines, where diverse communities have been making
every effort to provide for community languages to be used
in the early years of primary education, rather than an abrupt
submersion into English and/or Tagalog at school age.

All of these factors also apply to children in internation-
al schools, not only to minority language speakers. There is
often a mistaken perception that children in international
schools who are in language-immersion situations, without
the presence of their mother tongue/home language are
somehow exempt from the complications that can arise from
going to school in a language you are only learning. This,
of course, is not true, and even in high-status international
schools children benefit from accessing education in their
own language, if not as medium of instruction then by way
of robust multilingual classroom practices. We all - parents,
educators, administrators, policy makers - need to start pay-
ing more attention to our own participation in the dialogue
about, and progress towards, a more inclusive education
system for all students.
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MEANING AND HISTORY
OF SHAHID MINAR

The Shaheed Minar (mar-
tyr’s monument) in Dha-
ka, Bangladesh, pays
homage to the four dem-
onstrators killed in 1952.
There have been three ver-
sions of the monument.
The first version was built
on February 22-23 in 1952
but the police and army
destroyed it within a few
days. Construction on the
second version started in
November 1957, but the
introduction of martial
law stopped construc-
tion work and it was de-
@ stroyed during the Ban-
gladesh Liberation War
in 1971. The third version
of the Shaheed Minar
was built to similar plans
as the second version. It
consists of four standing
marble frames and a larg-
er double marble frame
with a slanted top por-
tion. The frames are con-
structed from marble and
stand on a stage, which
is raised about four me-
ters (14 feet) above the
ground. The four frames
represent the four men
who died on February
21, 1952, and the double
frame represents their
mothers and country.

By- Jewel
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Having the Shahid Minar in Beaches-East York is an hon-
our For our community: Brad Bradford
AEEd

hukhobor was lucky enough to interview Councilor Brad Bradford for this month’s issue. Anyone who
follows him on social media knows how hardworking and busy he is working every day to make Beach-
es-East York a better place. He has been a member of the Bangladeshi community for a short time but
has already become our own.

Councilor Bradford’s hard work and advocacy for the Bengali community is why we were able to take big strides
as a community this past year. As many of you may or may not know, it was his work that got Bangla Town a chance
to organize Taste of Bangladesh. It was also his advocacy and the hard work of his office that reignited our goals for
a permanent Shahid Minar at Dentonia Park.

Councilor Brad Bradford has done a lot for us in a short time. We owe him a great deal for his hard work. He has
spent a lot of time with our community members and has become a good friend for many of us. We thus felt every-
one should have a chance to learn about our friend, Councilor Bradford.

We give thanks to Rishab Mehan, Diana Gonzalez, Paul Bieksa, Peter Woodcock, & Councilor Brad Bradford for
their hard work and for the interview!

To all our readers, please enjoy this special interview and don’t forget to say “hi” when you see him out and
about in Beaches-East York!
@ Q. What got you interested in politics and particularly local government? @

Brad Bradford: After working in Toronto’s Chief Plan- tionships with my community. My time isn’t divided
ner’s Office for three years | was tired of partisan poli-
tics getting in the way of progress in our City. | ran so |

between Queen’s Park or Ottawa.

could do my part to make City Hall work better for us, I’'m out in the community pretty much every night and
the Beaches-East York community, and all of Toron- every weekend. Talking to people, listening to what’s
to’s residents. | had also just completed Civic Action’s happening and find ways to help move projects
Diverse City Fellowship which also inspired me to forward. Whether it’s helping to make sure we

put my hand up, be for something, and help
elevate the voices of communities often
left out of the decision-making process.

got the approvals for Canada’s first Vision
Zero pop-up, delivering the permits for
the first Taste of Bangladesh, or a new
location for an International Moth-
er Language Day monument. It’s a
privilege to be involved in all of these

& ¢ projects and work with neighbors

to solve problems every day.

| love working at the local government
level. There’s a tremendous ability

to work on the issues that affect
people’s everyday lives. Toronto is

a workhouse government deliver-

ing services that we all rely on the
water coming through your pipes,
your weekly waste collection, and the
roads, sidewalks and transit we all use to
get around.

The capacity to have an impact

on the City is only limited by how
hard we can work every day. That’s
motivating and inspiring.

Being at this level of government

gives me an opportunity to

form real, meaningful rela-
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Q. Who are your inspirations and role models?

Brad Bradford: It’s probably cliched but I’'m inspired
by Barack Obama, as a politician, as a leader and as
a person. | align with his policy-oriented approach to
politics, and his ability to build coalitions.

In reality, I’'m inspired every day by the people in my
life: friends, family and peers. Doing this work you
meet people from all walks of life playing their part in
making our community stronger and safer.

There are so many leaders and groups making change
in Beaches-East York. | was a member of some of
them before | ran from Council. Groups like Dan-
forth-East Community Association are a great exam-
ple of the people who inspired me to come to City Hall
and take a lead.

Q. It seems like every day you are attending some
event in Beaches-East York. Clearly the BEY com-
munity is huge and there is a lot to do almost every
weekend. What kind of things have you attended
and enjoyed that our Bengali readership might not
know about in BEY?

Brad Bradford: One of the best parts of representing
a community as large and diverse as Beaches-East
York is all of the energy people bring to community
events and projects.

I’ve had the chance to do some fun activities as a
City Councilor. Some highlights include a jack.org’s
November “polar dip” in Lake Ontario to raise funds
for youth mental health, throwing the first stone of
the season at our very own East York Curling Club,

East York Canada Day Rally
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marching in the Easter Parade and Canada Day Pa-
rade, and the Coldest Day of the Year bike ride. | also
encourage everyone to go out to see the Winter Sta-
tions at Woodbine Beach which brings together artists
from all over the world to create interactive exhibits.
This year’s theme is “Beyond the Five Senses” and |
was honoured to be on the judging committee. It will
open on February 17th, hope to see you there!

The best part is, there are lots of ways to get involved
in shaping the community and helping to put on
events. If you want to help shape our main streets,
you can get involved in my working group or our Busi-
ness Improvement Areas, if you want to shape the
way new development changes our neighborhoods
you can join one of our many incredible communi-

ty and resident associations. If you’re interested in
volunteering, giving back or supporting local services,
you can join groups like Community Centre 55 which
organizes a wide mix of events and programs for resi-
dents across the ward.

| encourage everyone to sign-up for my newsletter for
comprehensive information on the events and initia-
tives happening in the community at bradbradford.ca/
newsletter or follow me on social media!

Q. Taste of Bangladesh has always been a dream
of ours and became a reality thanks to you. How
did it feel seeing so many members of your ward,
of Councilor Crawford’s ward, and around the city
together?

Brad Bradford: No community has welcomed me
more warmly and with more open arms than the
Bengali community in BEY. | am so grateful to every

Nate, Tory and Brad in boishakhi celebration festival (from left)

32

2020-02-19 2:42 AM ‘ ‘



Brad in a Bengali Communities Program

@ community member who has made me feel like a part
of your family over the last year. An event like Taste of
Bangladesh, as you said, brings so many new faces
into our area to see what the BEY has to offer. | am
always telling the people | meet that we have Cana-
da’s largest Bengali population in our area. Seeing our
community host a city-wide and regional celebration
filled me with pride.

Coming together to celebrate our diversity is such a
big part of what it means to be a Torontonian and a
Canadian. Being a host is a big honour and | am so
grateful that we had this honour in our community,
and that we have the kinds of leaders who can bring
thousands of people from across the GTA to celebrat-
ing Bangladeshi cultures.

I am looking forward to hosting next year. The event
is a great opportunity to meet new people and start
to build some new relationships. My goal is to bring
more people out to the event, Bengali and non-Ben-
gali so we can celebrate and showcase Bengali
culture for everyone in the city, deepen our existing
connections and strengthen new ones. Plus — every-
one needs to taste the delicious Bengali delicacies.
More payesh and mishit doi for everyone!
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Q. For nearly 2-decades we have been paying our @
respects for the Language Martyrs in Bangla Town

at Ghoroaa Restaurant. Now with your help, we are

on our way to have a permanent structure at Den-

tonia Park. You know the story of the Shahid Minar

and what it means for members of your ward, how

do you feel about having the permanent Shahid

Minar in Beaches-East York?

Brad Bradford: Bangladesh and the Bengali lan-
guage have a strong history, and I’m incredibly proud
to represent that here in BEY. Culture is important —
it's a part of what makes us unique. Celebrating it and
in diverse ways is what makes us Torontonians and
Canadians.

Having the Shahid Minar in Beaches-East York is an
honour for our community and me as a City Councilor.
It shows just how important this area is for Bengali
culture not just in Toronto but in Canada. The mon-
ument will be the spiritual home of the Language
Martyrs in our community. It will bring people together
to learn more about people and histories that they
might know much about. | hope schools and commu-
nity groups will come to visit the monument and learn
about its significance. Those opportunities are what
makes Toronto an incredible place to live.
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Q. You are greatly respected in the community and
have become like our own. How do you wish to con-
tinue to grow this relationship?

Brad Bradford: The Bengali community has shown
me so much kindness and warmth. You’ve welcomed
me with open arms, and we’ve accomplished so
much together already. | am so grateful. There’s a lot
to do still. We have to make our stretch of Danforth
East the official Bangla Town, we need to get all the
funds raised needed to get the IMLD monument done
in 2020, and we have got more Bengali youth en-
gaged in leadership at the city.

The community’s voice and priorities are much more
important than mine. So | want to grow our relation-
ship by hearing from you. | want to see more of our
Bengali community at events, at public meetings, and
at City Hall. Again, engaging youth is critical. Politics
is generational and as one of the youngest members
of City Council, | here to make long-term decisions
so that our generation builds an even better Toronto
than the one we inherited. Come out to my commu-
nity meetings, follow me on social media, and stay
plugged-in to all of the ways you can make an impact.

I’m looking forward to continuing my support for
events like IMLD, Taste of Bangladesh, Bengali New
Year and the many grassroots initiatives like making
Ramadan food baskets, your Victory Day celebrations,
and Pitha festival.

Q. How do you feel about recognizing Bangla Town
permanently in the future?

Brad Bradford: We can’t get Bangla Town soon
enough!

One of the greatest parts about Toronto is that we
have these cultural neighborhoods. Greektown, Little
Italy, Portugal Village — all of these provide an area for
the community to come together and celebrate their
culture. | think the more we have of these cultural
centers, the better.

I’m working with the local businesses and City staff
to get Bangla Town done. We’re going to need the
community’s input on the features and landmarks that
will tell everyone when they come to this part of the
Danforth that they’ve arrived in Bangla Town and that
they’re experiencing the vibrancy of Canada’s largest
Bengali population.
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Q. Lastly, do you have anything to say for our read-
ers?

Brad Bradford: Thanks for reading! Thank you for
support the work that Rafee and his team at Shukho-
bor is doing. Organizations and publications like this
are the heart and soul of our identity. While media is
changing rapidly, the underlying principles are rock-
steady. We want to stay connected to each other and
we want to see a better world.

As politicians, community leaders, businesses, and
media, we can and should always work together. |
hope you will be in touch with me to help achieve the
change you want to see in our community. If you have
any ideas on how we can make our community a bet-
ter place - reach out to my office. | can be reached at
Councillor_Bradford@toronto.ca or 416-338-2755.
I’'m also on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram if you
want more frequent updates on what’s happening in
our neighborhoods, or sign-up for my biweekly news-
letter at bradbradford.ca/newsletter.

Brad Bradford
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| am a Norwegian-born Canada-raised man of
Bangladeshi descent. | guess if you look at my birth
certificate and citizenship documents that is after all
how you would describe me. Truthfully in my heart |
consider myself a Bangladeshi-Canadian like many
of you our readers. Despite my birth, despite growing
up here, in my heart of hearts | feel my Bangladeshi
heritage is what makes me who | am. | love my shutkhi
bhortha, | love watching Apurba’s thousandth Natok
with Tanjin Tisha with my mom, heck | even love using
my arsenal of Bengali words when yelling at the driver
who cuts me off going down Kingston Road. Most of
all, I love the history of our Bangladesh and | love the

growth of our Bengali community here in Bangla Town.

| credit a lot of my appreciation for my heritage
and country to my parents. From an early age it was
instilled to speak Bangla in the house, English can
be practiced for homework and in school or with my
friends. | learned to love all Bangladeshi cuisine thanks
to my mother, although that is probably due to her
skills in the kitchen. My father | am especially grateful
to for teaching me about our history. He taught me
from a young age the struggle of our brave students
in 1952 and our brave leaders in 1971. Not only did
he teach me about the history but he taught me about
how we commemorate them every year from a young
age.
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MEMORIES OF TORONTO’S FIRST SHAHID MINAR
Il RAFEE SYED ||

| was about 6 years old when [ first learned about
the Shahid Minar. By that point our small community
had been commemorating our Language Martyrs be-
hind Priyangan which is now Ghoroaa Restaurant for
a couple of years. Despite our small community, word
spread about the temporary monument on the Dan-
forth and whomever could make it, made their way in
the cold and in the snow to pay their respects. | recall
seeing old photos from the early Ekushey February
ceremonies, photos of maybe 50-100 people coming
together for our Language Martyr’s in the early days of
our Bangla Town. In a way it was eye-opening to see
the love these people had for their country and for their

('R

people, the people whom paved the way for a lan-
guage and for a nation.

Fast forward a few more years and | am able to
not only attend the midnight ceremony but also help.
I look forward to it every year, much like | look forward
to Pohela Boishakh. It brings me great joy when | get
to work alongside my father and the committee of
uncles to clear the snow, break the ice, and yes, salt
the driveway, and finally bring over the Shahid Minar to
stand tall in our dear Bangla Town. In a way, it feels like
my own way of saying “Thank you” to the brave men
& women who stood for us, whom in my opinion, are
the greatest generation of Bengalis to have walked this
earth.

Every year for one night only we get to see the
heart & soul of our Bangla Town come alive for the
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Shahid Minar. To hear everyone, sing “Amar Bhaiyer
Rokte Rangano” together makes it worth it every year
regardless of the weather conditions to put together
our temporary monument. After a long night, hearing
that song reinvigorates us to do it all over again the
following year. To also see the crowd, grow each year
is so beautiful and motivating to see. Our Bangla Town
and our Bangla community grows every year. From

all reaches of Toronto and beyond and yet every year
we come back together in Bangla Town and pay our
respects.

It has been like a dream the last ten years working
together with my father and the committee organizing
our Ekushey February ceremony. | merely joined in
helping nearly 11 years ago at the age of 15 in high
school and at last we are doing the final Shahid Minar
on Danforth and | am 26, graduated and soon to be
married. | give thanks to all the committee members
who have worked to make this night so successful. |
give thanks to all those who join every year to pay their
respects. Nearly 24 years of remembering our heroes,
our Language Martyr’s and our sweet celebration has
elicited the need for a permanent Shahid Minar. What
was once our Language Monument, will now become
the monument that speaks for all of Toronto and it’s
diversity.

Although | will miss the work myself, my father,

and the other uncles would do together for 2 weeks

in February. | look forward to the momentous success
we are gearing to achieve. | am filled with pride for our
community and for what it has become. | think of how
much Bangla Town has changed since its humble be-
ginnings in 1996. There was a time when there was just
2 Bengali stores on the Danforth. Priyangan opened by
my father Syed Shamsul Alam & Farhad Uncle as well
as Probashi Bazaar owned by ‘Shahid Uncle’. These
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were where the few Bengalis congregated. Roughly
10-15 men and their families were all there was of a
Bengali community. Now look at us.

Taste of Bangladesh, the permanent Shahid Minar,
officially recognizing Bangla Town soon, the many
stores lining the Danforth, successful businessmen
and women and professionals, so much has changed
and so much growth has taken place. | am proud to
call myself a Bangladeshi and to consider myself your
compatriot.

| give thanks to the committee whom made the

Danforth Ekushey February ceremony a success. | give
thanks to the attendees as it was their attendance that
warranted the argument for a permanent Shahid Minar.
| give thanks to the committee members & Councilor
Brad Bradford whom will make the permanent Shahid
Minar a reality. | give thanks to all of you whom make
Bangla Town the vibrant community it isl give thanks
to all of you whom continue to speak Bangla and teach
your children Bangla. | especially this month and for-
ever, give thanks to the people whom were only a few
years older than me who sacrificed their lives for our
mother tongue. Our language is the legacy of poets
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam, our Language
Martyrs, our Independence Martyrs. We honour them
and our many heroes every day by speaking Bangla.

Let us together commemorate all of them, remem-
ber their contributions and sacrifices all over again, let
us protect and preserve Bangla, our graceful language,
and let us go unto the next year, build our permanent
Shahid Minar, recognize our Bangla Town, celebrate
our Taste of Bangladesh, and make our martyrs proud.
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YOUTH’S OPINION ABOUT TORONTO'S DIVERSITY
AND PERMANENT SHAHID MINAR

A permanent Shahid Minar aka Martyr’s Monument will come to fruition soon in Toronto. This structure

is a monument not only for the struggle of Bangla as a language but commemorates the beauty of all

languages and diversity in our city. Growing up in Toronto, you will likely hear many people’s mother

tongue in a day. Despite many of us growing up speaking English primarily, our mother tongue is a big

aspect of our personal growth and connection to our heritage. How do you feel about Toronto’s diversity
and secondly, how do you feel about a permanent Shahid Minar in Toronto? Will you visit it?

‘ Diversity is what makes Toronto, Toronto. Each
part of the city has its own identity and culture.
From old, established communities like Greek
town, China Town to new emerging ones such
as Bangla town. Being able to express oneself in their
mother tongue plays a vital role in preserving culture
and establishing these communities, and the sheer
number of languages spoken in Toronto makes it the
perfect place to build a permanent replica of Shaheed
Minar, a monument that commemorates those killed
for trying to preserve their mother tongue in the Bengali
Language Movement in 1952.”
- Waseem Ahmed

‘ Toronto’s diversity is what makes our city special

and | am very proud of that. Living in Toronto,

| have learned many different cultures and that

made me realize how different we all are. By
learning new cultures, it brings us new experiences and
bring different communities together. As for the perma-
nent Shahid Minar, | believe it will be amazing for the
Bengali community. The Shahid Minar represents our
history and heritage, we should remember the great
struggles that Bangladesh has gone through and this
will help us to remember that we should respect each
other.”

- Nobel Abbas

‘ | think Toronto’s diversity is a great thing, you’re
able to learn about many different cultures and
people on a daily basis. Diversity makes peo-
ple understand each other better and connect

experiences between one another. A permanent Shahid

Minar in Toronto would allow other cultures learn about

Bengali culture as well as serve a purpose for Ben-

gali people to have a piece of home away from home

itself.”

- Nahin Chowdhury
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‘ Toronto’s diversity allows us to build deeper
connections with each other and the rest of the
world through exposure to different cultures and
languages. Our city’s multiculturalism helps us
gain a better understanding of and compassion for
the issues and histories that are unique to different
communities. Connections with Toronto’s Bangladeshi
diaspora brings us closer to our mother tongue and
roots. With Toronto’s strong Bangladeshi community,
we get the opportunity to learn about the different dia-
lects and districts of Bangladesh from each other. | am
so proud and happy that the Shahid Minar will be built
in Toronto. It will give our community a beautiful space
to pay tribute to our freedom fighters.”
-HJ

‘ Toronto’s diversity is what makes us unique, not
because of the various cultures in this city but the
deeply mended appreciation we have for each other.
| have been to many cities with quite a good multi-

cultural background, but none like Toronto wherein every-

one has an appreciation for the different aspects of each
culture. Not only do we have the privilege of growing up in

a truly international city, but we have the privilege to meet

people of other nationalities and learn about their nation’s

struggles just like many will get to learn about Bangladesh
and the Shahid Minar.

Regarding the Shahid Minar, | am so proud that
there might be one in Toronto. | will for sure visit it but

will make sure one day to show my children as well. Our

struggle for our language and our independence is such an

unique story and one | am very proud of. | can only won-
der what our martyrs, our heroes would think if they knew
their struggle would be recognized permanently in Canada
among many other nations.”

- MN
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SUPERMARKET

i+~1

Big Sales.
Everyday.

Buy More & Spend Less at Victoria
Supermarket. This is the First
Bangladeshi Supermarket of this
scale. Located at 1400 Victoria Park
Ave; we are open 9amto 10 pm
everyday. Get Fresh meat, produce,
and daily groceries; and pick up hot
food prepared daily ready to go.
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Authentic Bangladesht
cutsine in the heart of

Bangla Town
since 2004

(416) 694-8720

2994 Danforth Ave
East York, ON
M4C 1M7




